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Dear Bryce:

You may recall that in the 90th Cengross Semator Sam J. Ervin
of Nerth Carelina introduced a dill, 3. 1033, to protect the constitutional
rights and privacy of Gavernment employses. This 511l passed the Senate
with amendment but died Ia the House. Seastor Ervin has refatroduced an
fdentical Bill, 5. 782, in the present session and some of its provisions
give e serious concern.

My Legislstive Counsel, Jack Maury, has in the past day or teo
been ia touch with Ken Belieu and Dale Crubb, and we had previcusly
srovided Ees with coples of the bill and some papers explaining our
problems and proposed solutions. MHowever, nov that Senator Ervin's
Subcommitiee 1o about to take up the matter, I want to call it to your
personal sttention.

Although the bill in its present form does provide limited
exempticas for CIA, MSA sud the FBI, it severtheless seriously fahibite
our abllity to obtaln full infermation about our employees. Other
provizions impair the commund and disciplisary syston: essesntial to
mansgemaat and security in a sensitive istelligence organization. For
exampie:

a. The bill given the employee the right to counsel
the momaent b {s first questioned regarding any cenduct which
might lead to disciplinary action.
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B. I crestes s Board om Employees’ Rights to which any
smplayse or applicant can complain, and which would bave
disciplinary power over supervisory officers charged with
violation of the act.

2. It pravides irumadinte sccess to Federal th,
without sxhausting administrative remedies, ic any smployee
or applicant whe elaims his rights have beea viclated. ’

Aftar 3 nurvber of requests on our part, Semstor Evvin has
reluciantly agreed to hear us in executive session of his 3ubeormnmittes
on Coustitutions] Rights of the Judlciary Committee on Tuesday, 22 July.
Members of this Sgdcommities are Senxtors McClellan, Keanedy, Bayk,
Byrd (W., Va.), Hrasks, Foug sad Tharmond, Wo have talked with
Senateors McClellan aad Bayh, both of whem agree that ClA and the other
sscurity ageacies should be granted a compiste exemption. Seaater Ervia,
af course, is adamantly opposad to such sa exemption, and we understend
Sematers Fennedy and Fong probably share this view. ¥e do aot kaow the
pesition of Senstors Byrd, Hruska and Thurmoad, but I bellove that i you
could convey te them some indication that the Administraiion supporis cur
position this would be extramaly helpful.

I would therefore be most grateful for saythiag you can appropristely
do in this regard.

Sincerely,
787% Ripp.. o
Director
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